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GENERAL INDICATORS OF  
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 

 

These are simply indicators to be taken into 
consideration when you encounter an individual you 

suspect may be a sex trafficking victim.  If  any of  these 
indicators are present, immediately call 911 and share 
what you have observed, giving as much detail as you 

can, along with your location.

WATCH FOR THESE 
INDICATORS! 

‣They are escorted whenever they go out, whether to 
work, to their get nails done, etc.  

‣They aren’t ever allowed to be alone. 

‣They live and/or travel in groups. 

‣They are not in school or have significant gaps in their 
schooling. 

‣They are in the company of  older men. 

‣They state they’re 18 when they appear to be younger. 

‣There are discrepancies in their behavior and the age 
reported to be. 

‣They have tattoos or other forms of  branding on their 
body indicating ownership by their pimp(s). 

‣They are inappropriately dressed for the climate. 

‣They have very few items of  clothing and usually 
carry it all in an oversized handbag. 

‣They wear clothes that are the kind typically worn for 
doing sex work. 

‣They are not in control of  their own money. 

‣They cannot produce any or valid identification. 

‣They are under the influence of  drugs or alcohol. 

‣They wear excessive makeup. 

‣They will not make eye contact. 

‣They rarely smile. 

‣They claim to be “just visiting” the area and don’t 
know the name of  the place or the address of  where 
they’re staying. 

‣They have numerous inconsistencies in their story. 

‣They have someone claiming to speak on behalf  of  
them (sometimes under the guise of  being an 
interpreter).  

‣They exhibit paranoia, fear, anxiety, depression, 
submission, tension, and/or nervousness. 

‣They appear to be malnourished. 

‣They display signs of  physical abuse such as bruises, 
black eyes, burns, cuts, broken bones, broken teeth or 
scars.

You can make a 
difference! 
Help stop 

Sex 
Trafficking Now! 
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