
Appear scared, nervous, submissive.
Not make eye contact.
Provide short answers, or answers that sound
rehearsed, to your questions.
Be accompanied by an older, controlling
person who answers questions for them.
Provide a false ID, or the ID is controlled by
another person.
Provide only a first name.
Lie about his/her age.
Not know what city/state they're in.
Display signs of physical abuse, such as
bruises, burns, cuts, broken bones, scars,
broken teeth or black eyes.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be reluctant to explain injuries.
Not remember the date of their last physical
examination.
Have evidence of multiple STDs.
Have evidence of sexual trauma.
Have tattoos or other forms of "branding"
that could indicate ownership.
Be under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Wear excessive makeup and/or be dressed
inappropriately.
Appear malnourished.
Rarely smile.
Resist treatment and appear afraid that
providing information will lead to an arrest.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most significant barrier to helping
victims of sex trafficking is also the most
basic: 
 
 

D I A G N O S I S :  T R A F F I C K E D

In a 2016 survey of survivors, 88% reported they
received medical attention during the time they
were being trafficked*.  
 

        These interactions didn't end with the victim
exiting a life of exploitation, not because those
medical professionals didn't care, but because
they had no idea they were looking at a victim .

TAKE THE TIME TO LEARN THE INDICATORS!

Indicators of Sexual Exploitation for Medical Professionals

identifying them.

A victim of sex trafficking may:

For help and to report suspicions:
Call 911  or the

National Human Trafficking Hotline
888-373-7888 or text 233-733 www.rescuinghope.com

To request specialized training for your team, email mallory@rescuinghope.com 
*The Health Consequences of Sex Trafficking and Their Implications for Identifying Victims in Healthcare Facilities, Lederer & Wetzel, 2014

If multiple indicators are present, your patient may be a victim of sex trafficking.

Additional Resources in Georgia:
Under 18 -Georgia Cares - 844-8GA-DMST
Over 18 - Out of Darkness - 404-941-6024


