
Runaway report
Chronic truancy
Petty theft call

Traffic stop
Sting

Possible Encounter Scenarios

Nude photos of self/others on phone
Explicit text messages
Sexually explicit social media presence
Apps on phone known for trafficking
Inappropriate dress for the weather
Dressed in an overly sexual manner
Branded with a tattoo

Victim Indicators

Malls
Sporting events

Bus stations
Special community events

School events
Neighborhoods

Online

Trafficker Hunting Grounds

If a potential victim is with other people, separate
them (the other person could be their trafficker).
Talk to them in a comfortable environment, not an
interrogation room.
Offer a blanket, over-sized shirt or sweats for cover so
they don't feel so vulnerable.
Lose the badge, uniform and/or gun if possible,
because they are intimidating; sneakers and a polo are
better.  If it 's a sting, have a designated officer in
street clothes.
Talk less, l isten more.
Instead of interrogating, have a non-threatening
conversation.
Give them food and drink when possible.  They may
not have eaten in days.
Include a survivor advocate or partnering human
trafficking organization if available.
When possible, use a female officer when the
potential victim is female.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fear or strong trauma bonding could make them
resistant to talk.  Offer them community resources even
if they don't provide the necessary information for you
to help them.

The most significant barrier to helping victims of
sex trafficking is also the most basic: 
 
 

B E N E A T H  T H E  S U R F A C E

In a 2016 survey of survivors, 90%  reported being
arrested during the time they were trafficked, 42%  were
arrested more than nine times, and 60%  were arrested
for crimes other than prostitution and drug-related
offenses*. 
These interactions didn't end with the victim exiting a life
of exploitation, not because law enforcement didn't care,
but because they had no idea they were looking at a victim .

Insights  on  the  Sexual  Exploitation  Victim  for  Law  Enforcement

identifying them.

www.rescuinghope.com
*National Survivor Network Members Survey: Impact of Criminal Arrest and Detention on Survivors of Human Trafficking, August 2016

If you suspect someone is a victim, 
use trauma-informed care. 

The more comfortable they are, 
the more freely they'll talk.
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To request our P.O.S.T. certified training
or partner on victim services

email susan@rescuinghope.com 

National Human Trafficking Hotline
888-373-7888 or text 233-733


