
They make a lot of money doing it.
Victims do not see the money collected from
purchasers, other than seeing it change hands
-- from the purchaser, to them, to the
trafficker. There is a threat of abuse, and even
death, if a victim is caught withholding money
from the trafficker.

For help call 911 
or the 

National Human 
TraffickingHotline 

888-373-7888 
or text 233-733

It's an exciting and glamorous lifestyle.
It's only glamorous in the movies, like Pretty
Woman.  In reality, it is very scary and dangerous.
Most victims are beaten, threatened, and in some
cases, held captive. There's nothing exciting or
glamorous about it.

They like it.
Trafficking is nothing more than rape for pay. The victim
has no say in who the purchaser is or what he/she will do to
them during the time period they've been bought. Most
victims are forced to perform sex acts with between 5 and
25 purchasers a day, and sometimes more.  No one would
choose to be raped for pay.

They don't want help.
Victims rarely self-identify and may not readily seek
assistance for a variety of reasons. Shame and guilt are two
powerful emotions that keep them locked in a life of
trafficking. Many traffickers make victims believe they are
unloved and unwanted by anyone else but them, creating a
twisted trauma bond. They are told that everyone else will
judge them or that law enforcement will lock them up. They
may resist help if offered, because they believe the lies fed
to them by the trafficker.
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Only females are victims.
Sex trafficking is about money. While the vast
majority of victims we hear about are female,
males are also victims. Sadly, males are less likely
to self-identify and there are fewer resources
available for them.

They are always lured by strangers.
While some victims are tricked or lured by
strangers, others are trafficked by family
members, neighbors or someone they know.

They are just bad kids.
Sex traffickers are not respecters of persons. 
They do not care about your school conduct
record, your grades, your race, gender or
socioeconomic background. They see victims as
flesh and blood that they can peddle to the
highest bidder. It's all about the money.

They are promiscuous.
Victims do not get a say in whether or not they will
perform sex acts, nor do they get to choose their partners.
Money decides who, what, where and when for the victim.
Sex trafficking is not consensual sex. An adult victim
endures force, fraud or coercion to conduct the act.  If the
target is under 18, they are automatically identified as a
victim.

Some, but not all, victims use drugs. Often the trafficker will
force it on them, get them hooked and tell them they can
leave when they pay off the drug debt, which they can
never do because the trafficker continues to use drugs to
keep them compliant. In some cases, the victim will use
drugs and alcohol to numb the physical and emotional pain
of enduring a life of sexual exploitation.

They are addicts looking for money.

Find more resources at www.rescuinghope.com

While some are held captive by a trafficker, the vast
majority of victims in the US are held by psychological
control. This includes fear, trauma bonds with the trafficker,
and threats against themselves or someone they love (such
as a child or younger sibling). They also lack the means to
leave, or even know where to go for help.

If they aren't physically restrained, they
could leave but choose not to.
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